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Proposal for an European workshop on Cooperatives
2012 the International Year of Cooperatives

“Visible and invisible role of cooperatives”

The promotion of cooperatives is based on the assumption that co-operative legal framework or statutes (as indivisible reserves, member economic participation or democratic member control) and local anchor are able obviously to improve their economical indicators (competitiveness, resistance to crisis) and to create positive externalities (as innovation, employment, sustainable development of their members and their communities). 
Academic researchers on Cooperatives study their nature, their economical performance or legal barriers. But few researches analyse the real and socio-economical impacts of cooperatives in order to determine what is due to their cooperative nature, their legal characteristics, their sectoral practices or their individual behaviours.
This workshop aims to analyse the role of cooperatives on their markets and on their territories (at a meso level) in order to highlight their macro-economical influence qualified as a “visible and invisible regulation”. 

Several characteristics are easy to show as local anchor, innovative products, number of jobs, market share,.. whereas some of them remain “invisible”. Therefore we can suppose that cooperatives affect the behaviours of other firms. In other words, we suggest that the behaviours of cooperatives have an impact on market rules and indirectly, on the non cooperative firms and their economical strategies as price choice, salaries, degree of competitiveness, etc. 

This workshop is based on three hypothesis:
· Cooperative statutes are “neither neutral, neither magical”: in fact they encourage beneficial behaviours but they cannot impose them, 

· Cooperative is a “convention” and a “social institution”; the cooperative is influenced by its environment concerning commitments, social rules, coordination between firms, etc.

· The recent environment (which promotes social responsibility and sustainable development) leads to promote and to encourage more socio-economical behaviours. In that way, cooperatives can have a key role in these transformations.

Methodological approach
The workshop encourages analysis based on research monographs, international comparisons statistical studies or theoretical discussions in order to understand how the nature of cooperatives can lead to socio-economical behaviours on :
· product, employment or capital markets,

· local development in terms of partnerships and externalities,

· organisational architecture in terms of concentration, externalization of activities and networks.
Practical information

The workshop will take place in November, 2nd & 3rd 2012,  at the Institut d’etudes Politiques de Grenoble in France

Languages: French and English

Programme : general introduction, 8 parallels sessions and final discussion

