The 10th international meetings of the RIUESS 
General presentation 

An ambitious objective: 

“To draft a theoretical corpus on the Social and Solidarity Economy (SSE)”
After ten years of RIUESS meetings (and numerous scientific events of different types) many themes have been discussed and these debates have allowed for a close examination of the multiple challenges, areas and difficulties of the SSE.  Although a large amount of research and publications has been dedicated to the SSE, there is still no agreement as to the contours and the foundations of the SSE and this constitutes an undeniable scientific weakness with regard to conventional forms of theory or analysis
.   

It is our view that the establishment of a corpus of work on the SSE requires a process of reflection that is genuinely collective.  First of all, this is the only solution available in order to achieve a positive comparison of the differing views of the SSE.  Secondly, it is the best possible way of respecting the multiple specificities of the SSE. We therefore propose to organise this session in order to allow for discussions regarding different views and the results of the joint reflections:
1) The first collective working session on 4 and 5 February 2010 in Paris (Marne la Vallée), reserved for RIUESS members and for several guests selected on the basis of their recognised expertise in this field. We envisage eight presentations being made over the course of the two days. The eight speakers must accept the principle of their presentation being “challenged” during the ensuing discussions so as to engage in reflections that will then be presented during the second session. The idea is to invite researchers, of the highest possible level, who are renowned for their sensitivity to the subject. The discussions will take place between both the invited researchers and the RIUESS members present at the meeting (a maximum of 20 has been envisaged). 
The following guests have already confirmed their participation in this event:  
· Jean-François Draperi (Social Economy)

· Jean-Louis Laville (Solidarity Economy)
· Helmut Anheier (Third sector) 

· Marie Bouchard (Quebec Vision of the social economy)
· Susanne Elsen – Munich (Gemeinwesenökonomie)
· Jacques Defourny (Social Enterprises)

· Jose Luis Coraggio (Latin American Solidarity Economy)

· Rainer Schlüter de Cooperatives Europe (actor)

In order to help establish the theoretical foundations of the SSE, we will organise the debates, which will be led by a moderator (possibly 2), in four working sessions.  So as to avoid the natural risk of the speakers focussing on the essential components of their own thoughts and in order to ensure that we do not merely achieve the juxtaposition of different points of view, the guest speakers are asked to structure their preparation around the authors to whom they intend to refer  and identify with, and to set down the theoretical bases of what they understand (that can be understood in a descriptive and forward-thinking manner) by the “social and solidarity economy”. 

Three thematic approaches have been proposed (in three hour sessions).  However, we would like to point out this separation is partially superficial and that, therefore, there will be a degree of overlapping between the sessions.  In order to fully play the reflective and collective role that has been envisaged for this event, no ex cathedra lectures will be delivered by the speakers.  Instead, for each theme they will be expected to produce approximately 4 pages (10 – 12,000 characters) of text to be submitted no later than 17 January 2010. These preliminary texts will then be communicated to all of the invited guests and will be posted on the RIUESS website.  On this basis, two moderators per session will be entrusted with the task of ensuring that in-depth discussions take place between the invited guests and the other persons present at the meeting. In this way, each session will be entirely dedicated to discussions.  
· 1st half day: SSE, production and exchanges: an alternative to the capitalist economy and to the public economy? 
· 2nd half day: SSE and politics: what democratic project? 
· 3rd half day: SSE  and ethics: the individual and the collective 
The 4th half day (a 4 hour session) will be focussed on a dialogue with “peripheral viewpoints”
.  These external figures will receive copies of the preliminary texts and will have the possibility of attending all of the debates and will present their opinion on the SSE and its insertion on the scientific landscape.  Their presentations will be discussed and will be included in the final publication.   
A meeting of the network members present will take place on the Wednesday evening in order to prepare the second part of the research. 

Proposed peripheral speakers: 
· Serge Latouche (Proponent of de-growth)
· Patrick Viveret (Philosopher)
· Philippe Corcuff (Libertarian Social Democrat)
· Robert Boyer (Proponent of a regulatory-based approach)

· Xavier Ricard from the CCFD (Development NGO)
· Alain Caillé (Anti-utilitarian)

2) A second two day session (to be held at the University of Luxembourg on 3 and 4 June 2010) designed to set out the results of the earlier research, to further advance this research and to launch a call for papers  regarding “the SSE and its theoretical foundations: an alternative to capitalism”.  The texts will then be included in a publication.   

The first day will be dedicated to the revisiting of the reflections initiated in February.  Each of the guest speakers present at the first meeting will be invited to speak for 45 minutes.  The subject to be addressed by each of the speakers will be decided at the end of the February meetings, according to contributions made by each speaker to the topics raised, with a view to the creation of a coherent, relevant and heuristic construction.
The second day will be organised around a small number of workshops on the basis of the call for papers launched in December 2009.  On the basis of the general theme of “The SSE and its theoretical foundations: an alternative to capitalism”, the workshops could replicate the three-phase structure adopted in the first cycle of reflections, but this time other themes might be envisaged: 
- the topicality of the founding fathers  (Owen, Proudhon, Fourrier…) for the SSE, 

- the inter-disciplinary approach within the SSE, 

- the contribution of current experiences to the theoretical construction of the SSE… 

There is a need to emphasis the importance of the drafting of the call for papers.  First of all, it must state that the only proposals to be accepted will be those that correspond exactly to the proposed themes and that their further elaboration in the workshops cannot be used as a pretext for a syncretic broadening of the subject.  The scientific committee must be very solid and will ideally include people from outside the RIUESS. The involvement of known scientific figures during one or other of the sessions should be used to expand the dissemination of the call for papers. 

A particular place should be reserved for doctoral students during the meeting in Luxembourg. It could be integrated within the traditional workshops, either according to the subjects discussed or in a separate workshop so as to facilitate the contacts between the doctoral students.  Another solution might consist in adding a half day especially for the doctoral students so as to facilitate contacts and communication between them.  The advantage of this solution is that it would allow the doctoral students to attend the workshop of their choice and the members of the network to attend the special seminar for the doctoral students (if they are available to do so) and to therefore play an active support role that would be more useful for the students. The disadvantage of this solution, on the other hand, is that it would lengthen the meeting in Luxembourg. This will be discussed during our next teleconference. 

One comment must be made and two orientations sketched our in order to initiate this ambitious work. 

The comment is simple:  the intention is not to construct a model for an SSE of tomorrow.  The SSE is a living concept that feeds upon the experiences that animate it. The intention, therefore, is to express the coherence of the identifiable practices in a theoretical manner.  This theoretical construction can then help to bring together and to stimulate the concrete innovations, so long as it evolves in accordance with their development. 

Two orientations must be proposed at this stage in order to open up the research.  On the one hand,  since all foundations become integrated within a tradition that is renewed in this way, it would be useful if each author could mention the schools of thought to which they relate and  those they reject, so as to facilitate the understanding of the concepts used, their connections, their similarities and, why not, the contradictions they conceal.  On this basis it will also be possible, on the other hand, to sketch out the frontiers of the SSE. 

� Indeed, this very same view was expressed by the economist Bernard Billaudot, who is not a specialist in the SSE, when asked to give an opinion, as an observer, at the 9th meetings in Roanne.


� There is no pejorative connotation here in the usage made of the term peripheral.  It is merely used to describe people who, despite being part of a movement that is similar to the SSE, are not really part of it and instead gravitate around it. 





